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Alleghany County Board of Commissioners 

348 South Main Street 
Post Office Box 366 

Sparta, NC 28675 
Tel: (336) 372-4179 
Fax: (888) 369-2621 

 
AGENDA 

Monday, March 16, 2020 
10:00 am 

 
         10:00 Meeting called to order 
  Pledge of Allegiance and invocation 
  Approval of agenda 
  Motion on minutes from 3/2, 3/3 and 3/6 (pages 1-6) 
   
A. 10:05 Public Comments/Agenda Items:  Citizens are encouraged to comment at 

this time on any item(s) specifically listed on this meeting’s agenda.  Guidelines for public 
comment are posted in the meeting room. 
 

B. 10:10 Presentations to the Board 
i. Lisa Bottomley, Chamber Director  

ii. Karen Evans, Finance Officer 
a. Financial update 
b. Blue Cross Policy update 
c. Communities in Schools update 

iii. Johnathan Hartsog – Blue Ridge RC&D programs 
iv. Ricky Brown - Alleghany Health update 

   
C.     10:25 General Business (Board action requested) 

i. Josh Greene, Public Works Director – HVAC bid (page 7) 
ii. Megan Edwards, Recreation Director 

a. Mowing bids (pages 8-18) 
b. Pool plan invoice (page 19) 

iii. Alleghany Fire Service District Resolution – Creating (pages 20-21) 
iv. Alleghany Fire Service District Resolution – Rate Limitation (page 

22) 
    

D.    10:40 General Business (no action) 
i. Veterans Park brick sale suspension 

 
 

County Commissioners 
Bill Osborne 
Mark Evans 
Bobby Irwin 
Larry Prince 
John U. Irwin, Jr. 
 

County Manager 
Michael L. Carter 

 
Clerk to the Board 

Drew Temple 
 

County Attorney 
Donna Shumate 
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E.   10:45 Consent Agenda (Board action requested) 
i. Rita Miller, Tax Administrator (pages 23-35) 

a. License Plate Agency month end report 
b. February auto refunds 
c. February real and personal property refunds 
d. Real and personal property releases 
e. Delinquent taxpayer contracts 
f. Motor vehicle appeal 
g. Solid Waste request for release 

ii. High Country Workforce Development Board reappointment (page 
37) 
 

F.    10:50 Public Comments:  Citizens are encouraged to comment at this time on any 
item(s) requiring the attention of the Commissioners.  Guidelines for public comment are posted 
in the meeting room. 
 

G.     11:00 County Manager Comments 
i. February building inspection report (page 36) 

           
H.     11:10 County Commissioner Comments 

 
I.   Adjourn 
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The Alleghany County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, 
March 2nd, 2020 at 6:30 pm in the Board Meeting Room of the County Administration 
Building, 348 South Main Street, Sparta, North Carolina.  
 
Present: Chair Bill Osborne, Commissioner Mark Evans, Commissioner Bobby Irwin, 
Commissioner Larry Prince, Commissioner John Irwin, County Manager, Michael 
Carter, County Attorney Donna Shumate and Clerk to the Board Drew Temple.  
 
 Commissioner John Irwin made a motion to approve the agenda. Commissioner 
Larry Prince seconded. Vote 5:0. 
 
 Commissioner Mark Evans made a motion to approve minutes from 1/6, 2/3 and 
2/17. Commissioner John Irwin seconded. Vote 5:0. 
 

AGENDA 
Monday, March 2, 2020 

6:30 pm 
         6:30 Meeting called to order 
  Pledge of Allegiance and invocation 
  Approval of agenda 
  Motion on minutes from 1/6, 2/3 and 2/17 (pages 1-12) 
 
A. 6:35 Public Comments/Agenda Items:  Citizens are encouraged to 

comment at this time on any item(s) specifically listed on this meeting’s agenda.  
Guidelines for public comment are posted in the meeting room. 
 

B. 6:35 Public Hearing: Alleghany in Motion rate changes (page 36) 
  Board action: Approve recommended rate changes 
 

C. 6:45 General Business (Board action requested) 
i. Megan Edwards, Recreation Director – gravel at Lion’s club 

ii. Courts – Continuation of Operations (C-COOP) 
authorization (pages 13-30) 
   

D.     6:45 General Business (no Board action requested) 
i. 2020 TDA appointment nominations: members terming out 

this year – Amy Lucas, John Kilmartin, Steve Mason  
a. Steve Mason, reappointment 
b. Bill Nilo, Realtor 
c. Charlie Scott, Plank owner (original member) 

ii. Karen Evans, Finance Officer – DSS donations $400 (page 
31) 

iii. Josh Greene, Public Works Director – recycling update 
 

E.  7:00 Consent Agenda: 
i. General Fund budget amendment #11 in the amount of 

($14,421) to reduce governors Crime Commission grant 
funding due to amount left unspent at end of grant cycle 
(9/30/19) (page 32) 
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ii. Transportation Fund budget amendment #3 in the amount of 
$5,750 for additional ROAP funds allocated to Alleghany in 
Motion (page 33) 

iii. Alleghany County Library Board vacancy appointment and 
reappointment, Missey Weaver (pages 34-35) 
 

F.     7:05 Public Comments:  Citizens are encouraged to comment at this time 
on any item(s) requiring the attention of the Commissioners.  Guidelines for public 
comment are posted in the meeting room. 
 

G.     7:10 County Manager Comments 
i. 2020 Census Complete Count Committee 

           
H.   County Commissioner Comments 

 
I.   Request for closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) 

  legal, (6) personnel 
 

J.            Adjourn 
 
Public comments/Agenda items 
No comment 
 
Public Hearing – Alleghany in Motion rate changes 
 Tiffany Boyer, Alleghany in Motion explained the proposed rate increases for 
Alleghany in Motion, the impact on the county and how she arrived at the amount of 
increase. 
 
 Chair Bill Osborne opened the public hearing. 
 
No comment. 
 
 Chair Bill Osborne closed the public hearing. 
 
 Commissioner John Irwin made a motion to approve the AIM rate increase. 
Commissioner Larry Prince seconded. Vote 5:0. 
 
General Business 
Megan Edwards, Recreation Director – Lion’s Club gravel 
 Megan Edwards, Recreation Director explained the verbal quote she received to 
gravel Lion’s club and install the culvert is $7,500.   
 
 Megan Edwards said if the board decided to move dirt in the future, the gravel 
could be saved. 
 
 Commissioner Mark Evans made a motion to approve Megan Edwards to have 
the work done at Lion’s club. Commissioner Larry Prince seconded. Vote 5:0. 
 
C-COOP authorization 
 County Manager, Michael Carter explained the scope of the Continuation of 
Operations (C-COOP) authorization. 
 
 County Attorney, Donna Shumate said we have executed these documents before. 
 
 There was discussion between the board, County Manager, Michael Carter and 
County Attorney, Donna Shumate about the logistics of the secondary court room with 
regards to the C-COOP. 
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 Commissioner John Irwin made a motion to approve the C-COOP authorization. 
Commissioner Larry Prince seconded. Vote 5:0.  
 
General Business (no action required) 
 There was discussion among the board about upcoming TDA appointments. 
 
 Karen Evans, Finance Officer explained the need to move previous donations 
from DSS out of contingency. 
 
 Josh Greene, Public Works Director explained the decision to suspend recycling 
at the transfer station after Mr. Brady with Brady Enterprises retires. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 Commissioner John Irwin made a motion to approve the consent agenda. 
Commissioner Larry Prince seconded. Vote 5:0. 
 
Public Comments 
No comment 
 
County Manager comments 
 Drew Temple updated the board on the 2020 Census Complete Count Committee. 
 
 County Manager, Michael Carter said the budget committee continues to work 
through the proposed budget and that the meetings are going well. 
 
County Commissioner comments 
 Commissioner John Irwin said he misspoke and that Laurel Springs is not moving 
toward a Rescue Squad. 
 
 Commissioner John Irwin shared statistics about citizens in Alleghany county. 
 
 Commissioner John Irwin said tomorrow is Primary Day and encouraged people 
to vote. 
 
 Commissioner Larry Prince said there had been a good turnout for One Stop and 
encouraged people to know their candidates and vote. 
 
 Chair Bill Osborne said there will be a cleanup day at the Fairgrounds this 
Saturday beginning at 8:30. 
 
 Chair Bill Osborne thanked the Ag Advisory Board for the Ag Banquet and said 
the hospital would be here at the mid-month meeting to give an update.  
 
 Drew Temple said we are meeting Tuesday at 1 pm and Friday at 2 pm to discuss 
fire tax with Vernon Ward, US Fire Marshal (Tuesday) and Kara Millonzi from the UNC 
School of Government (Friday). 
 
 Commissioner Mark Evans updated the board on a Vaping Summit he attended in 
Hickory.  
 
 Commissioner Bobby Irwin said he would like an update on the renovations to the 
Council on Aging building to become the secondary court room.  
 
Request for closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) legal, (6) personnel 
 Commissioner Mark Evans made a motion to go into closed session to include 
HR Officer, April Hamm, Chief Deputy, Nick Hawks and Public Works Director, Josh 
Greene. 
 
 Chair Bill Osborne said no action was taken during closed session. 
 
There was a motion and second to adjourn. Vote 5:0. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Drew Temple      Bill Osborne 
Clerk to the Board     Chairman 
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The Alleghany County Board of Commissioners met in special session on Tuesday, 
March 3rd, 2020 at 1:00 pm in the Board Meeting Room of the County Administration 
Building, 348 South Main Street, Sparta, North Carolina.  
 
Present: Chair Bill Osborne, Commissioner Mark Evans, Commissioner Bobby Irwin, 
Commissioner Larry Prince, Commissioner John Irwin, County Manager, Michael 
Carter, and Clerk to the Board Drew Temple.  
 
 The board met with Vernon Ward, US Fire Marshal to talk about the logistics, 
pros and cons of imposing a fire tax in Alleghany County. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Drew Temple      Bill Osborne 
Clerk to the Board     Chairman 
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The Alleghany County Board of Commissioners met in special session on Friday, March 
6th, 2020 at 2:00 pm in the Board Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
348 South Main Street, Sparta, North Carolina.  
 
Present: Chair Bill Osborne, Commissioner Mark Evans, Commissioner Bobby Irwin, 
Commissioner Larry Prince, Commissioner John Irwin, County Manager, Michael 
Carter, and Clerk to the Board Drew Temple.  
 
 The board met via teleconference with Kara Millonzi from the UNC School of 
Government to discuss options for imposing a fire tax in Alleghany county. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Drew Temple      Bill Osborne 
Clerk to the Board     Chairman 
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Invoice
Date

11/5/2019

Invoice #

1749

Bill To

Alleghany County
Attn: Mark Evans
Interim Alleghany County
Manager
348 S. Main St.
Sparta, NC 28675

0595

Terms

Net 15

Project

Alleghany High School

Total This Invoice

Balance Due

Payments/Credits

Item Code Description Total

Aquatic Design Aquatic Design and Engineering

Construction Administration Travel 6 hours total round trip to site and 1 hour on site 580.00

Construction Documents Construction Documents- 2 days of drafting 1,200.00

Engineering Seal Engineer Sealed Plans 250.00

Project Info Project: Alleghany Rec Pool
Location:  490 Trojan Ave, Sparta, NC 28675
Description: Renovation with Slide features added

$2,030.00

$2,030.00

$0.00
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Alleghany County Resolution 
To Establish Fire Service Districts 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the County Service District Act of 1973, G.S. §153A-301 through 

153A-310 (“the Act”), the Alleghany County Board of Commissioners may define one or more 
county service districts within which the County may assess taxes to pay for the provision of Fire 
Protection within the district; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to G.S. §153A-302, the Alleghany County Board of 

Commissioners held a duly advertised public hearing on                    , 2020 for the purpose of 
receiving comments pertaining to the creation of  five Fire Service Districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to G.S. §153A-302, the Alleghany County Board of Commissioners 

made a report available for public inspection, including a map of proposed districts and a plan for 
providing services to the proposed districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, in determining whether to establish the Alleghany County Fire Service 

Districts, the Alleghany County Board of Commissioners has considered the residents and seasonal 
population and population density of the proposed Districts, the appraised value of property subject 
to taxation in the proposed Districts, the present tax rates of the County and any municipality in 
which the Districts or any portion thereof is located, and the ability of the proposed Districts to 
sustain the additional taxes necessary to provide the services planned for the Districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Alleghany County Board of Commissioners have held a series of six 

public meetings, including one in each of the proposed Fire Service Districts, to gather input on 
the Districts. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Alleghany County Board of 
Commissioners as follows: 

1. The Alleghany County Board of Commissioners does make the following findings based 
on (i) the report provided to the Board pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §153A-302; (ii) 
comments made at the public hearing; and (iii) additional evidence and information 
received by the Board: 

(a) a demonstrable need for such services exists; 
(b) it is impossible or impracticable to provide those services on a countywide basis; 

(c) it is economically feasible to provide those services in the Districts without 
unreasonable or burdensome annual tax levies; and 

(d) there is a demonstrable demand for the proposed services by persons residing 
in the Districts. 

 
2. Based on the foregoing findings and in accordance with the Act, the Alleghany County 

Board of Commissioners Board does hereby define the following tax-supported Fire Service 
Districts for the provision of fire protection services, as depicted in the attached map which 
is hereby incorporated: 

 Cherry Lane Fire Service District 

 Glade Creek Fire Service District 20



 Laurel Springs Fire Service District 

 Piney Creek Fire Service District 

 Sparta Fire Service District 
 
 

Adopted this the     day of           , 2020. 
 
 
 

Bill Osborne, Chairman 
Alleghany County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 

Attest: 
 
 

 
Drew Temple, 
Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 
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Alleghany County Resolution 
To Limit Tax Rates on Future Fire Service Districts 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the County Service District Act of 1973, N.C.G.S. §153A-301 

through 153A-310 (“the Act”), the Alleghany County Board of Commissioners may define one or 
more county service districts within which the County may assess taxes to pay for the provision 
of fire protection services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Alleghany County Board of Commissioners intends to create five Fire 

Service Districts to provide for fire protection services throughout the County, including the Town 
of Sparta municipal territory; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Alleghany County Board of Commissioners intends to levy an annual 

property tax within each of the five Fire Service Districts, in addition to the property tax levied 
throughout the county, to fund fire protection services within the Districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. §153A-149 gives counties the authority to levy property taxes up to 

a combined rate of one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) on the one hundred dollars ($100.00) 
appraised value of property subject to taxation to fund specific county purposes, including fire 
protection; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Alleghany County Board of Commissioners desires to limit the amount 

of property tax levied in any new Fire Service Districts so as not to place undue financial burden 
on residents of the County. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Alleghany County Board of 
Commissioners 

 Upon establishment of any Fire Service Districts by the Alleghany County Board of 
Commissioners, annual property tax levied within each of the five Fire Service Districts to fund fire 

protection services within the Districts will not exceed fifteen cents ($0.15) on the one hundred dollars 
($100.00) appraised value of property subject to taxation. 

 

Adopted this the 16th day of March, 2020. 
 
 
 

Bill Osborne, Chairman 
Alleghany County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 

Drew Temple, Clerk to the Board of 
Commissioners 
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