The Pictorial History of Chapin, SC

Developed by
Jaime Bohnke & Bill Rudis
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Town of Chapin Map - 9./, 24, 7890
Chapin gfown Uncorporated December 24,
1889. gRlong with strict provisions that “no

license fox the sale of spitituous ox malt
liguors, wines, bitters, ox otherx beverages of
which spirituous liguors from an ingredient,

S

When ftx. C/la/)m. ,oaAed, 1.

f/za,oin. moved into ‘The Ghapin Hotel”
located near the wailroad tracks.

The Chapin Depot ﬁ"C the CM> & ot shall be gtan.ted 6# the m.un.ici,oal authorities”
Railroad and C/la/nn. Woater o fnk



1892 figuot was coined ‘Demon Whiskey ” and o/tx. cMaxtin Chapin objected to
aleohol. gRecording to cfhe otexin.gton. oDiA,oatc/z (local newspaper ), ‘the °tem'n.gtc:m.
eoun.té( g'can.d [ juty was concezned about zepoxts that f/za,om. had unlicensed
barrrooms known as liteta'c# o« social clubs in which intoxicating liguors were 6ein.g

sold and etg’oged "
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Mary Pickford

- America flocked to the movies to
see the Queen of Hollywood,
dubbed "America's Sweetheart" and
the most popular star of the
generation - "Our Mary" Mary
Pickford.

« She had been a child sta

» worked at Blograph as a
in 1909, and only te

\ was one of the most
figures in Hollywood at P

+ In 1916, she was the first star to

2 d
) & become a millionaire.
e 2

Mary Pickford

The 0ld Dispensary
oBuilt in 71907 as

housed many businesses

over the years and sits v : e L
at 300 Claxk &t. Chapin’s original horse-drawn hearse
belonged to findler’s funeral gffome

and was used in the Centennial cParade.

Frick's General Store

71908 C/m/u'n. » ‘Loyal Temperance Legion ” and South
Caxolina’s §ecretary of the WEJV. _Didyou know: During
the cNational gProhibition (1920-1933), the fegion was active in
evety state and actoss 50 countries. U’s goal was to entoll one
million boys and ginls as cNational gProhibition Guards.’
flembers across the country Ioeeked in 7890 at 240,000 members, < . : o RS
dropped to 56,945 in 1929 and an estimated 400 in 1989. Chapin Public School 7905-7906



RAad

%‘?('(' H' L 93 &
..,al w@fvm

1903 Chapin PIIIIIII: School - All ﬁraues

1912 Chapin HS Graduating Class



1900’s Chapin Industry...

Rosin 5:i// opens
19176 located near

the .'cailtoad tracks. Qn 7890, the C/m/’m-
With a copper boom entices otherx
kettle, a metal coil indubt'c# to

and la'cge l.’at :f -‘“‘P/’leme”'t fatming.
water. hipped to Railroad enabled
Columbia via Rail.

goods to move to

Columbia ﬁute'c and
mo%e eﬁ‘icient@.

R.W. Frick Store oBuilt 71908 and moved
to its present location about 7950.



MﬂlaSSGS 6a5meu opens 1893.

d"x. dftenty Summer known as ﬂlll’ll Mllls ‘Zn 1887 the

the "8weet d‘lan. 7 (ftoduced in otexmgton. optspatc/z
Chapin and shipped to Columbia asked a young man just
via cRail. zeturning from €olumbia

about the Cotton, he said,
“Cotton hexe, cotton
thexe, cotton all atound 0
Q never seed 30 much
cotton in all my life ”

Old Country Band So/diexs
carrying the xebel flag would
xoll into town in seatch of
good barbeque and musie.

cﬂtmn Ems with the tazl'coad
stop in Chapin — Cotton became
kin.g! Qt enabled the small ne-

horse fatm. to give way to la'cge'c
v entetprise a3 hauling goods to

a5

Ly

matket, xeceiving supplies and
commodities from distant poxts,
fot transportation to and from
the state’s capital city.
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Early 1900’s infrastructure popping up...

1908 cPresident of Jhe Bank of Chapin By 1916 Chapin had 13 Stores — a hank two drug
AT stores, a meat market, barber shop, livery stahle,

three blacksmith shops, a ginnery, a lumber

manufacturing plant, a sash and door factory, two
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a'ct# and gMlurray Wessinger in
dhe Bank of Chapin

Clak &t., the depot stood next to fcft
Jfick’s store, whete many school
,ola#A were held 6# the teac/zeu s
apstaucs g

FlI'Sl Bank of Chapin Grganized bg a
CWeAAm.ge'c fick and dlon.e#catt on
dflaxch 28, 1907. PBricks from the

local 0‘-':# fon.sttuction. company we’e
used to construction on oBeauﬁ:'ct &t

7920 Beaufort Street



Chapin and the Roaring 1920...

1928 Decked in her
bloomeres fo'c ,ola#in.g Chapin
High School haskethall

Chapin’s 2" School Building
dhe old brick school on gPeak §t.
zeplaced wooden school baildin.g.
Qt housed the elem.en.taté( school in
latex Years befo'ce it was
abandoned.

P

pin scnﬂﬂl 1921 dhis buildin.g was the
fiut built at the location of what i5 now the
f/za/u’n. CRecreation ﬁomp[ex.
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The Creation @f ~'JJ§‘3?)' viurray...

4
Construction hegins on a dam across the alll
Jhe wortk being done for the Broad gRiver
Comfmn#, with promise that it would prov

/Ié(d'co-electtic power fo'c South fa'colin.a y iles 10"-3- dt“"é( of these ﬁzm.dies had

by an emh llu\l
nd one-half long

hi is more impervic us  to
water, according to engineers,
than concrete would be. s is
the rlculll\ cmn]lr‘ll‘d \1]u s

. f dixt was dam./:ed on top of the NBW

3, 1930. Jdhe process of clea'cin.g the land
ad taken 2,000 men working and 37 saw
ating to cleat the /u;g/z watet matk in_just over
Workers were paid §7 a da# and families wo
never had any money wete able to sell theix land to

e powet company at $15 pet acre, and thus wealize

at the base and rising
bove the river bed. Tt
lake over forty miles
long and fourteen miles wide,
draining an area of
miles. The reservo
763,000,000,000 g
could supply 160 ci
population for a year, and more
than 170,000 horsepower has been
conjured from the river. Nearly
100,000 acres of land were pur-  Above. Cyoss Section of Saluda Dam and Power Project; the Dam
chased for the project, including 1s Made of Earth; Below, the Intake Tawers

1,100 tracts occupied by 4,000 people, and  Generators weigh 340 tons each, and the
schools, churches, cemeteries and homes  water wheels that drive them weigh thirty
were moved from the area. The interior tons each. Water to turn these turbines

containing
of water

of 50,000

of the dam was formed by the washing
in of fine clay to make a water-tight core.
A power station below the dam has an
ultimate capacity of 200,000 kilowatts.

flows beneath the dam through four huge
penstocks, the water entering the pen-

stocks through four large intake towers,'

thirty feet in diameter and 223 feet high.

$7,000- $2,000.



Moving earth, uprooting lives...

dhe ﬂ/zapinbfexington Road and its steel Wyse Ferry
bridge across the river, were flooded bg the watexs,
cutting oﬁ‘ easy access between C/z.a/u'n. and the county
seat, a situation that over the Yeas made ,oeo,ole in this
section feel that the govetnment of otexin.gton. fou.n.t'c#
considered f/za/u'n as zed-headed Atep—c/u‘ld'cen. —the land
on the other side of the hig waters. f

LA

dhe power company was ﬁzced with
the task of removing 193 graveyards
containing 3,323 graves.
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1930’s the Great Depression in full Swing...

It was a rude awakening when on Octoher 17,1931 the Bank of Chapin failed to open for business. The town
council voted in November to put Chapin’s $93,000 in the South Carolina National Bank located in Columbia.

Atea .

Chapin Lumber cﬂmnalw ﬁulb t/z'coug/z the
dep’cebuon due to no demand, but endured bé(
selling diffexent setvices and produ@ i n

“00\'3' Carts ﬂﬁrotdmg gas was out of
the question, so people  jack up theix old
automobiles up, take the hind wheels
and put chaits on them. cfhen they
would hook them up to a gflule and xide

them around.

1934 Black Widow Spider Anti-
toxin Discovery New practicing
zesident Dr. cRobert Fraham
could barely pay xent due to
sewvicing the ill off only bartering.



. -
1935 New Mayor and
Reduced Taxes Woxz4

Koza was not only ¢flayor
of f/za,oin, but he was the

ownex the Chapin
Jlexcantile fom./mn#.
s mayor, all back taxes 1939 Ghapin Mercantile Company_focated at
were zeduced, the corner of gftwy. 76 and Columbia (eagles

cozner) temained in operation until 1962.

~ Mt. Horeb Rock Wall Jhe cemetery has been existing since before

71903. Undex the ditection of the fadies gfid §ociety, workers

were commissioned to build wall with native wocks fcom ﬁ'eldb and

wood duting the datk years. cfhey paid $2.00 for the front gate.
Jhe church had 33 members at the time that would bring eggs to

meetings to sell, as a way of paying ﬁ:’c cement fo'c the project.




September 5, 1935 Tornado ...

Disaster touches down at 3:00am
*  Jurning the gflethodist Church into §hambles — a new brick one stands in place today

* deating up Derrick’s Cotton Gin - destroying all business xecords

*  dRipping apart picket fences around homes
. ticking boards like toothpicks through oo
¢ &

This buias +
Chapin Methodist Church _Demolished duxing
the totnado and xeplaced by this brick sanctuary.

doday it houses the Christ Church’s gftouse of

fta#e'c.



Bomb Island

PURPLE
MARTIN

Photo # 80-G-41196 B-25 lifts off from USS Hornet on Doolittle Raid



The :

1940’s brought hope...

Ghanln “lgll schﬂﬂl (fu.bltc school system on.é( con.butm.g of
1] gxades at the time and then would transfer to Uemo. ¥t
the end of 1939 school year, the first 19 seniors graduated.

chapin HS Men's Basketball Team - 1947

The Block C Club- 1940
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Chapin’s First Town Hall - Builtin 1949 ied
until a new gfown dftall/cfire Station was
constreucted in 1970.

1940’s Brought Four Filling
Stations Gpened until 11pm.

The 1940’s found people crowding into Chapin and
as itis today (2017 parking places where hard to
find. People came walking, by cars, horse-draw
wagons and buggies. And the Chapin Merchants
welcomed them. Some of the notable husiness
included; Shoe Repair Shop, Carpenter’s Shon,

Meat Market, General Merchandise Store and a
Mercantile Company.

1945 World War I ENS Ghapin Chief of
police zeceived a Aalat# increase from
525 to §35 pex month. (fhe council
approved the hiring of a second officet.
Jhe council voted in law that states
businesses will be closed on undays
between 10-12:30 o suffex punishment.

Shoe Shop on Clark St. wi/ie
‘Webbin.ge'c babé( at wozk.



Chapin Train Depot Waiting

on the steps fo’c the next train.

New Post Office — Built In 1991 g74e o/d Griginal
Jfost Gffice was moved in the back as seen in the
picture — the building still exists on the cotner of

Beaufort and Clartk Htreets.

ublic Library Established fizs:
located at the old gaa’cd/toabe
zemodeled to accommodate the

county and the community with a

book libraty. cfhe one xoom building
still stands on Beaufort Street near
Jexchine and is used by cflx. fforeb

fo'c storing newspapers.



RS
First Street Lights 2». 7956
f/za/n'n. got it’s fiut 6lin.king lt;g/zt
at ftwy 76 and fexington gfitve.
Qn 7957, an additional 78 were
installed and everyone celebrated
dinner at the ft§.

Chapin Depot
Porch fxick
watching at gfxain

goes bg.

Chapin’s Clark Street during the 1950’s bo43 painting bé( Rita ofl. mith com.pletecl in 71968
de'oictin.g the 507s..

Frequent Train Stops in Chapin
Grdexs bein.g pabbed to ofngin.ee'c.




1960’s beyond...
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Chapin High School 4:s building was the gft§ until 1970. cJhen it housed Chapin flementary
&chool until a new school was built in 1977. dfhen it was demolished except for the auditorium
which temained as paxt of the f_’/zapin. CRecreation Complex..

°Dest'co#ecl bg the
7935 dfoznado

MtHoreb Lutheran =
Church1893-1917

Mt Horeb Lutheran Church ﬂtab[ib/zed in
1977 new sanctuary built in 7963..
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