
AGENDA
Andy Nickelston, Chairman
Ronnie Mendenhall, Vice Chairman
Rick Morris, Commissioner
Jimmy Walker, Commissioner
Ernest Lankford, Commissioner
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, June 22, 2020

1014 MAIN STREET
DANBURY, NC 27016

6:00 PM

Call to Order

Invocation

Pledge of Allegiance

I. Approval of the Agenda

II. Comments - Managers/Commissioners

III. Public Comments

IV. Consent Agenda

a. Minutes
b. Budget Amendments
c. Tax Administration Items for Approval
d. JCPC Certification

V. Information Agenda

a. Tax Office Agenda
b. Charters of Freedom Dedication

VI. Discussion Agenda

a. Request to Amend Non-Conforming Use Policy Section 70 from YMCA
Camp Hanes

b. EMS Station 1 Bid for Construction
c. Resolution Authorizing the Negotiation of an Installment Financing

Contract
d. Solar Farm Moratorium



e. Proposed Ordinance to protect historical monuments in Stokes
County

VII. Action Agenda

a. Stokes County Veterinarian Contract Renewal

VIII. Adjournment
*Anyone with a disability(is) who needs an accommodation to participate in this meeting is
requested to inform us 48 hours prior to the scheduled time of the affected group meeting

*Attachments may be delivered before or at the time of the meeting
*Times may vary due to times preset for agenda items



Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: IV.a.

Minutes

Contact: Shannon Shaver

Summary: 
Minutes for Approval:
 
May 28, 2020 - Joint Meeting with the Board of Education
June 3, 2020 -Budget Work Session
June 4, 2020 - Budget Work Session
June 8, 2020 - Regular Meeting
June 11, 2020 - Recessed Budget Work Session
 
Closed Session Minutes for Approval:
 
12-27-18
1-3-18
1-8-18
1-16-18
1-22-18
2-12-18
2-26-18
3-19-18
3-26-18
4-9-18
5-14-18
5-21-18
5-29-18
6-11-18
6-25-18
7-9-18
7-23-18
8-13-18
8-20-18
8-21-18
8-27-18
9-10-18
10-8-18



10-15-18
10-22-18
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
May 28, 2020 Joint Meeting with the Board of Education
Minutes 6/17/2020 Cover Memo

June 3, 2020 Budget Work Session Minutes 6/16/2020 Cover Memo
June 4, 2020 Budget Work Session Minutes 6/16/2020 Cover Memo
June 8, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 6/16/2020 Cover Memo
June 11, 2020 Recessed Budget Work Session Minutes 6/16/2020 Cover Memo
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June 3, 2020 Budget Work Session 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  )          OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

     )          STOKES COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

COUNTY OF STOKES  )          DANBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 

     )          WEDNESDAY JUNE 3, 2020  
   

  

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, State of North Carolina, met  

 

for a Budget Work Session in the Commissioners’ Chambers of the Ronald Wilson Reagan   

 

Memorial Building (Administration Building) located in Danbury, North Carolina on  

 

Wednesday June 3, 2020 at 2:00 pm with the following members present: 

     

   

Chairman Andy Nickelston 

Vice Chairman Ronnie Mendenhall 

Commissioner Ernest Lankford 

Commissioner Rick Morris   

Commissioner Jimmy Walker 

 

       

    County Personnel in Attendance: 

    County Manager Jake M. Oakley  

    Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver 

                          Finance Director Julia Edwards 

    Assistant Finance Director Lisa Lankford 

     

       

Chairman Nickelston called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. 

  

INVOCATION 

 

 Vice Chairman Mendenhall delivered the Invocation.  

 

  

GENERAL GOVERNMENT-GOVERNING BODY-PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Chairman Nickelston invited those in attendance to join the Board in the Pledge of  

 

 Allegiance.   

 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT – GOVERNING BODY – APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to approve or amend the June 3rd Agenda. 
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Commissioner Morris moved to approve the Agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Walker seconded. 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/comments/questions. 

With no discussion the Agenda was approved unanimously. 

 

Items of Interest from May 20, 2020 Budget Meeting 

All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the 

County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the minutes 

approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab. 

Finance Director Julia Edwards presented the following corrections to the Recommended 

Budget: 

Corrections to Recommended Budget 

 Health Title XIX –Number of employee’s error ($1,258.00) 

 Veterans Services-Unemployment ($13.00) 

 GIS/Mapping- Miscellaneous Contractual Services $3,200.00 

 Elections-Equipment ($4,000.00) 

 Forsyth Tech-Fence done in FY 19/20 ($5,000.00) 

 Transfer from 4 cent fund $5,000 (fence donated) 

 Social Services-Revenue PTRC HCCBG funding reallocated ($55,505.00)  

 Senior Services-Revenue PTRC HCCBG reallocation of funding $55,776.00 

 

The total corrections equal a $2,342.00 savings to the budget. 

Finance Director Julia Edwards presented items of consideration to be added to the Budget for 

approval or disapproval: 

Items to be added to Recommended Budget for Consideration  

 Jail-(2) Jailers with fringe benefits totaling $95,201.00 with an adjustment due to 

retirement and new employees for a savings of $12,546.00, and an increase in revenues 

of $38,080.00. 

 Sheriff’s Department- Savings of $16,147.00 in the Sheriff’s Budget due to retirement 

and new employees. 

 Senior Services- Increase $5,000.00 due to requirement to maintain 9-15 ongoing 

programs to keep Certificate of Excellence at the Walnut Cove Senior Center. 

 Fire Marshal-Increase of $1,650.00 for online NFPA books and Firehouse software 

contract due to renewal increase and upgrade. 

 Register of Deeds-Increase of $15,683.00 for adding permanent part time position back 

into the budget. 
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Finance Director Julia Edwards noted that with the corrections and adjustments the total impact 

to the budget would be an increase of $48,419.00. 

 

County Manager Oakley commented: 

 These are items that some of you have expressed an interest in putting back into the 

budget. 

 The corrections are just items that need to be corrected in the Recommended Budget. 

 

There was discussion among the Board on these items and it was agreed that they were not 

prepared to vote on these items today. 

 

Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver commented: 

 Want to be sure that while we are going over the items of consideration for the budget 

that you all received some emails related to requests. 

 One came directly to you from EMS Director Brandon Gentry and the other I forwarded 

to you from DSS Director Stacey Elmes. 

 EMS is requesting an Administrative Assistant and DSS is requesting a Social Work 

Supervisor III to be put back into their budgets. 

 We have not heard from anyone on placing these back into the budget so you don’t see 

these on the information that Julia has provided, but I wanted to be fair and be sure you 

received these requests. 

 I have copies of these requests if anyone would like to see them. 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/comments/questions. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 I am in favor of the DSS position. 

 There was considerable discussion on this position at the last DSS Board Meeting and I 

have been meaning to mention it, so I am glad it has been brought up. 

 Stacey had a good case for this position. 

 This is a compliance issue. 

 We are supposed to have a Supervisor for every so many employees and we are not in 

compliance. 

 If you read the memo you will see a pretty good case for this position. 

 On the EMS Administrative Assistant; I am not sure on that position and if it is needed. 

 I just don’t know enough about it to make a decision on it now. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 I have been involved in the decision making process with DSS for a long time. 

 This supervisor position deals with child welfare which is the most important thing we 

deal with other than senior welfare. 

 The ratio of worker to supervisor ratio is important because it is structured so that 

decisions are made jointly between less experienced, and more experienced people. 

 I don’t remember what our turnover rate is this year, but this is especially important if 

you end up having a lot of inexperienced Social Workers. 
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 They make decisions that have to be right. 

 They are put in risky situations where they cannot afford to be wrong. 

 I participated in that process on several occasions. 

 It is very important that the supervisor to worker ratio be correct. 

 That is where I stand on this. 

 

New School F-Tech Fund 

Finance Director Julia Edwards presented the Board with information on reducing the amount of 

the transfer from General Fund each year rather than skipping a year. This would change the 

amount from $1,139,775.00 to $911,820.00. This saves us $227,995.00 each year. 

The Board was in favor of changing the amount of the transfer from General Fund to 

$911,820.00. 

Salary Adjustments  

Finance Director Julia Edwards presented the Board with information on salary adjustments per 

the recommended budget in Finance/Purchasing and Senior Services: 

Finance/Purchasing-Financing Accounting Tech I to Finance Accounting Tech II for a total of 

$2,988.49 with salary and fringe, with $1,494.25 from Purchasing and $1,494.25 from Finance 

(Increase due to more duties assigned) 

Senior Services- Office Assistant I –Part Time-$2,238.00 with salary and fringe. (Increase due to 

transportation services) 

 

Vehicle Maintenance 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments on the structure of 

the Vehicle Maintenance Department. 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 There needs to be two positions. 

 One should be a Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor, and the other would be a Vehicle 

Mechanic position.  

 Took the two job descriptions and marked them up with some changes. 

 I will provide a copy of this to you.  

 Do not want the Purchasing Department running the garage. 

  I would like to see the Sheriff take over Vehicle Maintenance. 

  I have spoken with him and he is not looking for extra work but is willing to take the 

garage over. 

  The salary study can set the pay. 
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Finance Director Julia Edwards commented:  

 Need to make the working supervisor non-exempt.  

 Need a grade to figure the budget.  

 

Commissioner Walker commented:  

 How would your configuration be different than using the way it is now with the Shop 

Foreman?  

 

Commissioner Morris responded: 

 Maybe we can leave the Shop Foreman position and redefine. 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented:  

 Need to decide if the Shop Foreman currently in the position were to get the Supervisor 

position how that would be handled. 

 He is already under a grade 70.  

Commissioner Lankford commented: 

 What is the county manager’s recommendation? 

 

County Manager Oakley responded:  

 My recommendation is what is in the budget with putting it under the Support Services 

Supervisor/Purchasing. 

 I can go with it being under the Sheriff. 

  I just did not want to put another department under him due to he is already managing so 

many others. 

 

Equipment Recommendation 

County Manager Oakley reviewed the Equipment Recommendations in the budget at the request 

of the Board. 

 

Recess 

Chairman Nickelston called for a brief recess at 3:30 pm. 

Chairman Nickelston called the meeting back to order at 3:47. 

 

County Manager Oakley continued with the Equipment Recommendation. 

The Board had no issues with the recommendations in the budget. 
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Appropriation to Internet 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 State will put up an offer of $30 million in matching funds in October.  

  Many have no options for internet.  

 This would rapidly speed up the process until we can get fiber in the ground.  

 Don’t think I can make the argument that we didn’t get the internet but we kept the fund 

balance up. 

  This is not an area we want to lag behind on.  

 This pandemic proves that the internet is more important than ever.  

 I was told that Forsyth has been doing a study of the students that can go to school online 

to reduce class size.  

 Not sure if Dr. Rice is going to have to do that.  

 

Commissioner Lankford commented: 

 I can’t support $500,000.00.  

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 I won’t support less than $500,000.00. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 There is another company; Stokes WIFI and I can’t go along with favoring one company 

over another.  

 Don’t want to harm what they are doing or discourage them.  

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 We aren’t giving RiverStreet $500,000.00. 

 We will do an RFP just like we did before.  

 We know based on the business model that they will reinvest back into the county.  

 Not sure how a WIFI Company is going to compete with running cable. 

Commissioner Walker continued: 

 When it comes time to bid can RiverStreet bid on certain areas and Stokes WIFI bid on 

another? 

 

Commissioner Morris commented:  

 The RFP will decide the requirements for bidding. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Do you think that RiverStreet would be willing to work with Stokes WIFI? 
 

Commissioner Morris responded:  

 That would be an Eric Cramer question.  
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 My reason for the $500,000.00 is for the outside match.  

 If we know we are going to do this we need to budget this. 

 That is just honest budgeting. 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented:  

 There is $200,000.00 available in the budget for feasibility studies if you wanted to use 

that towards this. 
 

Chairman Nickelston commented:  

 There is no promise of the grant money. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented:  

 We are still promised the match and depending on the propagation study we may get 

further than you think on a million dollars.  

 

Commissioner Lankford commented:  

 I have already voted $1.8 million dollars to RiverStreet and have not seen anything out of 

it.  

 I cannot vote for more. 

 

Commissioner Morris responded:  

 You voted in $1.8 million and they have put in $8,488,000.00.  

 

Chairman Nickelston commented: 

 I am not saying I am against this.  

 I would be a little more comfortable with waiting until we see what is going to happen 

higher up.  

 We can always do a budget amendment. 

 

Commissioner Morris responded:  

 That is an improper way to budget if you are planning on doing this.  

 If the $30 million doesn’t happen we would still have the $1 million. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented:  

 You mentioned the funds in the Economic Development budget for feasibility studies. 

 What was this for? 

 

County Manager Oakley responded: 

 The county buildings study currently being completed, and the school building study.  

 They have not started on the school building study. 

 Putting this in the budget will show the citizens what you are trying to do and that you are 

serious about providing internet to all of the areas of Stokes County. 
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Commissioner Walker commented:  

 Could we have Stokes WIFI do a presentation on this?  

 

Commissioner Morris responded: 

 Why Stokes WIFI and not others? 

 

Commissioner Walker responded:  

 I don’t know of any other companies offering this.  

 I am willing to approve putting this money in the budget if we have the final say before 

anybody receives this. 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall commented:  

 I have heard a lot of talk about a work group. 

 Will each Commissioner make suggestions about this group? 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 We tried this a while back on the Wellness Center and it did not work 

 

Commissioner Lankford commented: 

 In favor of a working group. 

 Not in favor of spending the money. 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall commented:  

 I think in creating the working group we need to have someone in charge.  

 We have seen what happens when this doesn’t happen.  

 I think this should be the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners.  

 I feel fine with leaving the $500,000.00 in as long as we can remove it if they don’t come 

up with anything.  

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 Would also like to add some funds from the sales tax into the school budget.  

 We have already funded their capital.  

 I am good with the $300,000.00. 

  I want them to fund their classified employees.  

 

 

Adjournment 

 

With no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to 

adjourn.  

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall moved to adjourn. 
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Commissioner Morris seconded. 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments. 

 

With no further discussion the Budget Work Session was adjourned at 4:22 pm. 

 

 

_________________________                                  _____________________________  

Shannon Shaver     Andy Nickelston 

Clerk to the Board                Chairman  
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  )          OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

     )          STOKES COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

COUNTY OF STOKES  )          DANBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 

     )          THURSDAY JUNE 4, 2020  
   

  

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, State of North Carolina, met  

 

for a Budget Work Session in the Commissioners’ Chambers of the Ronald Wilson Reagan   

 

Memorial Building (Administration Building) located in Danbury, North Carolina on  

 

Thursday June 4, 2020 at 3:00 pm with the following members present: 

     

   

Chairman Andy Nickelston 

Vice Chairman Ronnie Mendenhall 

Commissioner Ernest Lankford 

Commissioner Rick Morris   

Commissioner Jimmy Walker 

 

       

    County Personnel in Attendance: 

    County Manager Jake M. Oakley  

    Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver 

                          Finance Director Julia Edwards 

    Assistant Finance Director Lisa Lankford 

     

       

Chairman Nickelston called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. 

  

INVOCATION 

 

 Commissioner Morris delivered the Invocation.  

 

  

GENERAL GOVERNMENT-GOVERNING BODY-PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Chairman Nickelston invited those in attendance to join the Board in the Pledge of  

 

 Allegiance.   

 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT – GOVERNING BODY – APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to approve or amend the June 4th Agenda. 
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Vice Chairman Mendenhall moved to approve the Agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Morris seconded. 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/comments/questions. 

With no discussion the Agenda was approved unanimously. 

Budget Discussion 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for continued budget discussion from the meeting on June 

3, 2020. 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 I have put some more thought into the garage situation and the shop foreman job 

description works for the supervisor position. 

 Every job should have a growth path and not be stuck. 

 This would be a working supervisor. 

 Could do on a one-year pilot program like with Animal Control. 

 Definitely want to put it under the Sheriff’s Department  

 My guess is that someone would be over there every day. 

 We have had good success on the two other projects where the Sheriff took the Fire 

Marshal’s office for a while, and then Animal Control which he still has. 

 He has the most vehicles and they are trained to respond to unexpected situations. 

 We did save some money by eliminating one position. 

 Would like to leave the Supervisor at a grade 72 and make the Vehicle Mechanic position 

a grade 70. 

 I think we still come out with a net savings. 

 Take revised job descriptions and let Sheriff conduct interviews. 

 It would be opened up internally first. 

 If we need to make some changes after this year and when the salary study is delivered, 

we can make any necessary adjustments. 

 This is just my recommendation. 

 On the F.O.S.S. request; they did a decent job of justifying their need because of the 

virus. 

 What they projected is working pretty well but they are concerned with the virus impacts. 

 I have heard no negative comments since they opened. 

 They have not been able to hold their fund raisers. 

 I would recommend using some of the COVID-19 funds to help them. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Can we help F.O.S.S. since they are in the budget? 
 

Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver responded: 

 Yes, it can go towards non-profits. 

 Their request is not recommended in the budget. 
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Commissioner Morris continued: 

 On schools I don’t have anything different from yesterday other than I think we all 

agreed to give them the $300,000.00. 

 If anything can be used regarding that sales tax that Julia mentioned I would like to see if 

we can do that or let them know that it is here if they need it. 

 This is something I have never done in a budget but I think due to the times it will need to 

be done. 

 If we have stuff that is really borderline because of the uncertainty, we could schedule a 

review of the budget in 6 months and see where we are at that time. 

 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards responded: 

 On the vehicle maintenance if we do away with the Shop Foreman, leave the Vehicle 

Maintenance Supervisor at a grade 72, and move the Vehicle Mechanic to a grade 70 it 

changes that budget by $11,672.00. 

 

Commissioner Lankford commented: 

 I feel like the Sheriff wants to make the recommendation. 

 I want him to do the evaluation on these jobs. 

 I want to talk about the $500,000.00 for wireless. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 Want to make a statement about something that I said yesterday. 

 I should not have said that all those guys do at garage is change oil and tires, and I did not 

mean for it to sound that way. 

 I shouldn’t have minimized those positions. 

 They do a lot of work. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Still processing the information. 

 We have two remaining employees in the garage. 

 Is it really justified to take the person from a 63 to a 70? 

 Why would people need to apply for these jobs if people are already in there? 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards responded: 

 We are an equal opportunity employer. 

 The Supervisor is currently at a 72, Shop Foreman 70, and Vehicle Maintenance at a 63. 

 

Commissioner Walker continued: 

 Commissioner Lankford made a good point of allowing the Sheriff to handle this. 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented: 

 He will do the interviewing and hiring. 

 He will also have control over the department and their budget. 
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Commissioner Morris commented: 

 It is likely that they will be the only candidates since they are internal.  

 It is possible someone else could apply. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 I like the idea of having a budget review in 6 months but I would prefer it to be sooner. 

 Encouraged by F.O.S.S. and it seems they are doing well. 

 Would wonder if the help from the $991,000.00 would discourage people from donating. 

 I was under the impression that this was a one-time funding when we did this a while 

back. 

 I don’t mind discussing the $500,000.00 some more. 

 The Manager mentioned the county had been cut by 1.6% and the schools are cut 1.2%. 

 This is a concern for me about the budget. 

 I am not sure how fair this is to county employees. 

 Have a little more thinking to do about this. 

 I was asked earlier by someone why our ambulances are not in better shape. 

 

County Manager Oakley responded: 

 Our ambulances are in great shape 

 There are still some old ambulances in the fleet but they are still in good shape.  

 We are on the schedule to replace them. 

 

Commissioner Walker continued: 

 I think they are in good shape. 

 I know we have the top of the line stretchers that we invested in before many other 

counties. 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall commented: 

 Want to be sure I understand the Vehicle Maintenance layout. 

 We are saying the budget is under the Sheriff. 

 Not sure who addressed Commissioner Walker about the ambulances but I have been 

through 4 budgets and we have taken good care of EMS and replacing ambulances. 

 

County Manager Oakley responded: 

 We currently have 6 newer ambulances. 

 Four are 2019’s. 

 One is a 2017. 

 One is a 2014 that will be replaced this year. 

 He keeps some older ones for transport. 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall Ronnie: 

 Where are we right now on the schools? 

 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards responded: 
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 If we add the 300,000 we are giving them $12,931,730.00. 

 

Chairman Nickelston commented: 

 Want to go over some items and get an idea where everyone is on some items.  

 

Chairman Nickelston polled the Board on items affecting the budget for approval, disapproval, 

or needing more discussion. 

 

Item 1. Corrections to the FY 20/21 Recommended Budget for a savings of $2,342.00. 5-0 vote 

for approval. 

 

Item 2. Add 2 Jailers back to the budget. 5-0 vote for approval. 

 

Item 3. Senior Services Professional Services to maintain Certificate of Excellence. 5-0 vote for 

approval. 

 

Item 4. Fire Marshal due and subscriptions. 5-0 vote for approval. 

 

Item 5. Register of Deeds Part Time Position. The Board concurred that they would like to 

discuss this item further. 

 

Item 6. EMS Administrative Assistant. The Board concurred that they would like to discuss this 

item further. 

 

Item 7. DSS Social Work Supervisor III. The Board concurred that they would like to discuss 

this item further. 

 

Item 8. Vehicle Maintenance as Recommended in the Budget. 5-0 vote against. 

 

Item 9. Vehicle Maintenance under the Sheriff. 5-0 vote for approval. 

 

Item 10. Reducing Amount of Transfer from General Fund to the 4 cents Fund. 5-0 vote for 

approval. 

 

Item 11. Salary Adjustments in Recommended Budget- Finance. 5-0 vote for approval. 

 

Item 12. Salary Adjustments in Recommended Budget- Senior Services. 5-0 vote for approval. 

 

Item 13. Equipment in Recommended Budget. 5-0 vote for approval. 

 

Item 14. Appropriation of $500,000.00 in the Budget for Wireless Expansion. The Board 

concurred they would like to discuss this item further. 

 

Item 15. Appropriate $300,000.00 from the School Current Expense Fund Balance towards the 

Schools request. 5-0 vote for approval. 
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Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for items the Board needed more discussion on. 

 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall commented: 

 Want to be sure I am understanding the Register of Deeds office completely and how 

many employees are there now. 

 There are currently 3 full time, and 1 permanent part time. 

 The part time was cut out and Brandon has asked us to reconsider. 

 

County Manager Oakley confirmed that Vice Chairman Mendenhall was correct on the Register 

of Deeds office. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 When we were looking at Vehicle Maintenance there was $10,000 for part time. 

 If we didn’t do the full amount is it possible to have someone fill in? 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards responded: 

 This individual is set on a 20-hour schedule. 

 

Commissioner Walker continued: 

 Wondering if we need the amount of people due to automation in the Register of Deeds 

office. 

 

Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver responded: 

 Could wait until the budget review and see how it is and just put the part time positon 

back into the budget for now. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 The work that the part time person is doing would have to be done by a contractor which 

is a costs savings. 

 If we are really going to have a review on the budget, we should pick a date as part of the 

budget process. 

 

County Manager Oakley responded: 

 Add a budget review on November 9th to the Regular Meeting.  

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented: 

 By that point we can have the salary study in.  

 I will put a note on the Register of Deeds budget that this position will be reviewed. 

 

Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver commented: 

 Jake had mentioned that to the Department Heads when we were meeting with them that 

hopefully budgets could be reviewed later once we had a better idea of the impacts from 

COVID-19. 
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Commissioner Walker commented:  

 I don’t have any reservations on the DSS Supervisor position 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 Would fund it now and leave it in the budget moving forward. 

 

 

Register of Deeds Part Time Position 

 

After discussion the Board agreed unanimously to add the Register of Deeds part time position 

back into the Budget but would like the option to review when the Budget Review is done in 

November. 

 

EMS Administrative Assistant  

 

After discussion the Board agreed unanimously not to add the EMS Administrative Assistant to 

the Budget at this time but noted they would review at the Budget Review in November. 

 

DSS Social Work Supervisor III 

 

After discussion the Board agreed unanimously to add the DSS Social Work Supervisor III to the 

Budget. 

 

Appropriation of $500,000.00 in the Budget for Wireless Expansion 

 

Chairman Nickelston commented: 

 With the 500,000 we have the option to place this in the budget and take out if not used. 

 Listening to our County Manager yesterday made me realize that this does show our 

citizens that we are serious about providing internet to everyone. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 My observation is that we as a Board agreed to not drop our fund balance under 20% 

unless we have a very good reason. 

 Is this fair to other companies? 

 For instance, Stokes WIFI could not respond to an RFP to address this right now. 

 They are a small business that I don’t want to stack the cards against. 

 I would still rather do it right than do it fast. 

 I am nervous about citizens asking what we have done with taking this much out of the 

fund balance. 

 This is not the kind of question I like to answer. 

 To be honest I really wish RiverStreet had a better reputation in the county. 

 I am kind of upset with them and many people don’t feel they have kept up their end of 

the bargain. 

 I think they had a concept that was premature and now they see that fixed wireless is the 

best way to provide internet to more people in a timely manner.  

 I am not totally against this but I am just unsure. 
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 This takes our fund balance down lower than the five of us agreed on. 

 I would like to see more input from a committee that we are forming. 

 I am on board with reservations and if I were to vote right now I would vote no. 

 

 

Chairman Nickelston commented: 

 Would rather budget for it now. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 Would rather budget for it now rather than later. 

 Your budget does not really mean anything if you don’t do it this way. 

 Your budget credibility starts to suffer. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 We as a Board told the citizens that we would keep the Fund Balance at 20%. 

 I am really encouraged that RiverStreet has stepped up to the table and offered this 

service. 

 The alternative is to increase taxes. 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented: 

 The only thing I could come up with to save some was to not transfer the $100,000.00 to 

capital reserve since there is over $100,000.00 in there now. 

 This helps to go towards the $500,000.00. 

 

Chairman Nickelston commented: 

 Fine with leaving it like you have it. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 I wouldn’t use it towards the $500,000.00. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 If we had an emergency situation wouldn’t we be able to take that out of the general fund 

anyway? 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards responded: 

 You can. 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall commented: 

 It is amazing the difference a day makes sometimes. 

 I see some change in different opinions from yesterday. 

 I am glad we are going to recess now. 

 The $500,000.00 is the big item here. 

 We have quite a variance on different ideas. 

 King has internet. 

 The areas that RiverStreet brought up did not.  
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 The bill hasn’t passed yet. 

 Another county much smaller than ours gave $100,000.00 towards funding wireless. 

 

Chairman Nickelston commented: 

 If we put this in, we can always take it out. 

 It is not saying that we are going to spend $500,000.00 for sure. 

 The other way around is to not put it in the budget and add it if things get better. 

 

Commissioner Lankford commented: 

 Not ready to vote on this yet. 

 If it’s coming out of the fund balance I am not for it. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 I hope if we put our faith and confidence in RiverStreet that they don’t let us down. 

 

Chairman Nickelston commented: 

 We need a contract in place to hold them to a standard 

 

Commissioner Walker continued: 

 We can set some parameters 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 The propagation will be thorough and will cost around $80,000.00 which they will cover. 

 RiverStreet has not let us down. 

 They have done exactly what they said they were going to do. 

 They haven’t missed a trick. 

 They are actually ahead of schedule. 

 The county spent enough money to run 45 miles of cable. 

 They have spent enough to run 300 miles of cable. 

 We have a proposal now to get it out to the larger numbers of people. 

 I will sit down with anyone that wants to go over the data. 

 I will prove them wrong if they think RiverStreet has not lived up to their end of the 

bargain. 

 We have an unsolicited proposal from them. 

 We have a legal process to go by. 

 Competition drives the process. 

 I am concerned about the small businesses too. 

 My number one priority is internet for students. 

 I would put it second only behind child welfare. 

 All I want the Board to do with this $500,000.00 is be sure we don’t lose this external 

money. 

 The Board needs to ensure our citizens that we are committed to this. 

 You are not going to get any grant money if you don’t put some skin in the game. 

 All this sitting around penny pinching and not getting things done is not how we move 

forward. 
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 We can go all the way down to 8% in the fund balance before we get a letter. 

 I don’t care if it is $500,000.00. 

 It can be less, but we can’t let this money go away. 

 We don’t have our committee yet, so this will all be yet to be decided. 

 Let’s put enough in there that our citizens know we are serious. 

 Either way we are not going to spend this until the Board has the final say. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Stokes WIFI is finally getting enough traction to matter. 

 I hate to take the wind out of their sails. 

 I have no vested interest. 

 I just want to be fair. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 I have no vested interest either 

 Co-ops reinvest in the county where private businesses take the money for themselves. 

 This is why we have an RFP process. 

 It forces competition. 

 

Commissioner Walker continued: 

 It doesn’t always work. 

 The difference in a profit and nonprofit is revenues above expenditures. 

 It doesn’t have to be $500,000.00. 

 It could be $200,000.00. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented:  

 It doesn’t have to be $500,000.00. 

 I just don’t want to see us losing external dollars. 

 

Chairman Nickelston called for a 5-minute recess at 5:25 pm. 

 

Chairman Nickelston called the meeting back to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Chairman Nickelston noted that the Board needed to set a date to recess the meeting to and asked 

if any Board member had any requests for the next meeting. 

 

The Board discussed a date and time for the Recessed Meeting from today and agreed to meet on 

June 11, 2020 at 3:00 pm. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 I am not suggesting this happen but if we changed the wireless from $500,000.00 to 

$200,000.00, what would that do to the budget? 

 I would like to know that at the next meeting. 
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Recess 

 

With no further business to come before the Board Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to 

Recess the Budget Work Session until Thursday June 11, 2020 at 3:00 pm. 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall moved to Recess the meeting until June 11, 2020 at 3:00 pm. 

 

Commissioner Morris seconded. 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments. 

 

With no further discussion the motion carried unanimously. 

 

The meeting was Recessed at 5:35 pm. 

 

 

 

_________________________                                  _____________________________  

Shannon Shaver     Andy Nickelston 

Clerk to the Board                Chairman  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



STATE OF NORTH
CAROLINA
 
COUNTY OF STOKES

)
)
)
)

OFFICE OF THE
COMMISSIONERS
STOKES COUNTY
GOVERNMENT
DANBURY, NORTH
CAROLINA
MONDAY JUNE 8, 2020

 

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, State of North Carolina, met for a Regular
Session in the Ronald Wilson Reagan Building (Stokes County Administration Building) in the
Commissioners Chambers located in Danbury, North Carolina on Monday June 8, 2020 at 6:00 pm
with the following members present:
 
Board of Commissioners Present: Chairman Andy Nickelston, Vice Chairman Ronnie Mendenhall,
Commissioner Rick Morris, Commissioner Jimmy Walker, and Commissioner Ernest Lankford
 
County Administration Present: County Manager Jake Oakley, Assistant County Manager/Clerk to
the Board Shannon Shaver, Finance Director Julia Edwards, and County Attorney Ty Browder

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Nickelston called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order.

INVOCATION

Commissioner Walker delivered the Invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Nickelston lead the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance and invited those in attendance to
join.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chairman Nickelston requested that an item be added to the Tax Administration's report on the
Discussion Agenda under Item a. related to a request to place an insert in the tax bills from the
Board of Elections.
 
Commissioner Morris requested that the Working Group listed as item f. on the Discussion Agenda
be removed from the agenda due to things are not lining up as expected regarding the grant for
wireless.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
The Board had no issue with Chairman Nickelston and Commissioner Morris's requests to amend
the Agenda.
 
 
Commissioner Walker moved to approve the Agenda as amended.



Vice-Chairman Mendenhall seconded the motion. The motion Passed.

COMMENTS - Managers/Commissioners

Commissioner Morris commented:
Welcome to everyone in the room and online.
Will start my office hours again next month in the conference room on the third floor.
May wait and do my blog and summarize this meeting and the budget work sessions.

 
Commissioner Walker commented:

Talking with people around the county and they are so tired of all of these restrictions.
I would say 8o plus percent just want there lives back.
Folks are beginning to wonder what is really going on.

Commissioner Lankford commented:
Good evening to everyone and good to see Ty again.
Hope everything goes well at tonight's meeting.

 
Vice Chairman Mendenhall commented:

Welcome to everyone here and watching at home.
Good to see people participating in our governmental process.

 
Chairman Nickelston commented:

Welcome to everyone in attendance and online.
Being the chaos we are in I would like to do something different and invite everyone to join
me at 7:30 pm tomorrow night on Facebook live to pray for our country.

 
County Manager Oakley commented:

Welcome to everyone in attendance and watching at home.
Hope everyone is staying safe and doing well.

 

Public Comments

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for Public Comments at 6:10 pm.
 
There were no individuals signed up to speak during Public Comments.
 
Chairman Nickelston closed the floor for Public Comments at 6:11 pm.

CONSENT AGENDA

All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the
County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the minutes
approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab.

Minutes

Budget Amendments

NC Statewide Emergency Management Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement Revision

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the Consent Agenda.
 



Commissioner Morris noted that the Budget Amendment for $16,000.00 related to the Pine Hall
Community Center was due to a wash out and that he had requested clarification on that item. He
noted that Glenda Pruitt has pictures if anyone would like to see it. 
 
 
Commissioner Lankford moved to to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.

Vice-Chairman Mendenhall seconded the motion. The motion Passed.

INFORMATION AGENDA

All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the
County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the minutes
approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab.

Register of Deeds - Update

Register of Deeds Brandon Hooker provided an update on the Register of Deeds office.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the
County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the minutes
approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab.

Tax Administration Monthly Report

Tax Administrator Richard Brim presented the Board with the Tax Administration's monthly report
with a request for the following items to be moved to the Consent Agenda at the next meeting on
June 22, 2020:
 
Items for Approval on June 22, 2020.
1. Real and Personal Releases more than $100.00.
2.  Real and Personal Refunds more than $100.00.
3.  Present-Use Value Late Application.
4. Tax Bill Insert
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
There was some discussion from the Board on the Hauser Rd. change and concerns about
changing the addresses.
 
 
After some discussion and full consensus of the Board the items requested were moved to the
Consent Agenda for the next meeting.

Plan for Solid Waste/Scale House

Support Services Supervisor Glenda Pruitt and Perry Peterson with Peterson Gordon Architects
presented the Board with information on the plan for the Solid Waste/Scale House building located
at the landfill with a request that this item be moved to the Action Agenda at the meeting tonight.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.



 
After some discussion and with full consensus of the Board this item was moved to the Action
Agenda at tonight's meeting.

Maintenance Building

Support Services Supervisor Glenda Pruitt and Perry Peterson with Peterson Gordon Architects
presented a plan for the New Maintenance / Storage Building with a request for this item to be
moved to the Action Agenda at the meeting tonight.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
After some discussion and with full consensus of the Board this item was moved to the Action
Agenda at tonight's meeting.

Request for Fireworks Display

Economic Development Director Will Carter presented a request to the Board to hold a Fireworks
Display in Lawsonville, NC on July 5, 2020.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
After some discussion and with full consensus of the Board this item was moved to the Action
Agenda at tonight's meeting.

Stokes County Veterinarian Contract Renewal

Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver presented the Board with a request
to renew the contract between the County of Stokes and Dr. Preston Roberts, DVM with no
changes to the contract. It was noted that the addendum to the contract would update the contract
period to July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021. The current contract ends June 30, 2020.
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments.
 
After some discussion and with full consensus of the Board this item was placed on the Action
Agenda at the next meeting.

ACTION AGENDA

All attachments presented on the Agenda are available in the attachments of the Agenda on the
County Website and are available upon request from the Clerk, with the exception of the minutes
approved which are located on the County Website under the minutes tab.

JCPC Appointments/Re-Appointments Request

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented.
 
Chairman Nickelston noted that the following individuals were nominated at the last meeting for 
JCPC Appointments and Re-Appointments:
 
Re-Appointees:
 
Stacey Elmes
Rusty Slate



Tamara Veit
Terri Fowler
Tiffany Cone
 
New Appointments:
 
Joe Rick
Zach Barth
Sarah Schaller
Jamie Edwards
Jordan Boyette
Christina Chilton
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any further nominations.
 
There were no further nominations.
 
With there being no further nominations, Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to close the
floor for nominations.
 
Vice Chairman Mendenhall moved to close the floor for nominations.
 
Commissioner Morris seconded.
 
The motion Passed.
 
Chairman Nickelston polled the Board:
 
Commissioner Morris- list as presented
Vice Chairman Walker- list as presented
Commissioner Lankford- list as presented
Commissioner Mendenhall-list as presented
Chairman Nickelston- list as presented
 
Chairman Nickelston noted that the individuals requested were unanimously approved by the Board
for appointment to the JCPC.

Planning Board Appointments/Re-Appointments

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented at the last meeting.
 
Chairman Nickelston noted that the following individuals were nominated at the last meeting for
Planning Board Appointments and Re-Appointments:
 
Larry Snyder - Yadkin Township
Ronnie Morris – Sauratown Township
Steven Spencer – Snow Creek Township
Gary Simmons – Quaker Gap Township
 
Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any further nominations.



 
There were no further nominations.
 
With there being no further nominations, Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to close the
floor for nominations.
 
Vice Chairman Mendenhall moved to close the floor for nominations.
 
Commissioner Morris seconded.
 
The motion Passed.
 
Chairman Nickelston polled the Board:
 
Commissioner Morris- Snyder, Morris, Spencer, and Simmons
Vice Chairman Walker- Snyder, Morris, Spencer, and Simmons
Commissioner Lankford- Snyder, Morris, Spencer, and Simmons
Commissioner Mendenhall-Snyder, Morris, Spencer, and Simmons
Chairman Nickelston- Snyder, Morris, Spencer, and Simmons
 
Chairman Nickelston noted that the individuals requested were unanimously approved by the Board
for appointment to the Planning Board.

Plan for Maintenance/Storage Building

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented at tonight's meeting.
 
 

Commissioner Morris moved to approve the Plan for the Maintenance/Storage Building as
presented at tonight's meeting.

Commissioner Walker seconded the motion. The motion Passed.

Plan for Solid Waste/Scale House

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented at tonight's meeting.
 
 

Vice-Chairman Mendenhall moved to approve the Plan for the Solid Waste/Scale House as
presented at tonight's meeting.

Commissioner Morris seconded the motion. The motion Passed.

Request for Fireworks Display

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the item presented at tonight's meeting.
 
 

Commissioner Lankford moved to approve the Request for a Fireworks Display in Laswonville,
NC on July 5, 2020 as presented at tonight's meeting.



Vice-Chairman Mendenhall seconded the motion. The motion Passed.

CLOSED SESSION

Chairman Nickelston requested that Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver
read the rationale for entering Closed Session.
 
Rationale for Closed Session:
 

To consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the
attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the public body, which privilege is hereby
acknowledged pursuant to GS 143-318.11(a)(3)
 
 
To consider and take action with respect to the position to be taken by the county in
negotiating the price or other material terms of an agreement for the acquisition or lease of
real property pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5)

 
The Board entered into Closed Session at 6:45 pm.
 
 
 
Vice-Chairman Mendenhall moved to enter Closed Session.

Commissioner Walker seconded the motion. The motion Passed.

Adjournment

The Board re-entered the Open Session of the meeting and with no further business to come before
the Board, Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 pm.
 
 
Vice-Chairman Mendenhall moved to adjourn.

Commissioner Lankford seconded the motion. The motion Passed.

______________________________
Shannon Shaver
Clerk to the Board

______________________________
Andy Nickelston
Chairman
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  )          OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

     )          STOKES COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

COUNTY OF STOKES  )          DANBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 

     )          THURSDAY JUNE 11, 2020  
   

  

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, State of North Carolina, met  

 

for a Budget Work Session (Recessed from June 4, 2020) in the Commissioners’ Chambers of  

 

the Ronald Wilson Reagan Memorial Building (Administration Building) located in Danbury,  

 

North Carolina on Thursday June 11, 2020 at 3:00 pm with the following members present: 

     

   

Chairman Andy Nickelston 

Vice Chairman Ronnie Mendenhall 

Commissioner Ernest Lankford 

Commissioner Rick Morris   

Commissioner Jimmy Walker 

 

       

    County Personnel in Attendance: 

    County Manager Jake M. Oakley  

    Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver 

                          Finance Director Julia Edwards 

    Assistant Finance Director Lisa Lankford 

     

       

Chairman Nickelston called the recessed meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. 

  

INVOCATION 

 

 Chairman Nickelston delivered the Invocation.  

 

  

GENERAL GOVERNMENT-GOVERNING BODY-PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Chairman Nickelston invited those in attendance to join the Board in the Pledge of  

 

 Allegiance.   

 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT – GOVERNING BODY – APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to approve or amend the June 11th Agenda. 
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Vice Chairman Mendenhall moved to approve the Agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Morris seconded. 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/comments/questions. 

With no discussion the Agenda was approved unanimously. 

 

Budget Discussion continued from June 4th Meeting  

Chairman Nickelston turned the floor over for questions for Sheriff Marshall related to Vehicle 

Maintenance. 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Are you comfortable handling the garage? 

 I know you have a lot going on. 

 

Sheriff Marshall responded: 

 I will help the Commissioners any way I can. 

 It is a small budget with only two personnel. 

 I just need to look at it and see where everything stands and we will go from there. 

 

Commissioner Walker continued: 

 Appreciate your willingness to help. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 We are going to have a budget review in November due to the uncertainty of this budget 

to see what the sales tax did and look at any adjustments that might need to be made. 

 Just information for you that this will be going on in all the different areas that you 

oversee. 

 

Sheriff Marshall commented: 

 I will not be in town for that meeting in November but will I have everything in writing 

for the Board to review. 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall commented: 

 Appreciate all that you do. 

 You are always ready and willing to help. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Not sure about the 7 position jump in the one position. 

 The other is already at a certain grade level. 

 This seems like a large jump. 

 Not that this is a deal breaker for me. 
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Chairman Nickelston commented: 

 This also does away with the Shop Foreman position which is currently at a grade 70 I 

believe. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 My reason for recommending this is that they will be doing almost the same job. 

 There should be very little difference in pay. 

 

Commissioner Lankford commented: 

 I want to ask Mike about the 2 positions at the garage with one being at a 70, and the 

other at a 72. 

 I am sure the County Manager already talked to you about this. 

 Are you aware of this? 

 

Sheriff Marshall responded: 

 I have been made aware of that. 

 One issue I see now is an 8 step span between the two positions and they do primarily the 

same job. 

 I just need time to get a better idea of what is going on. 

 I will do the same like I did with the Animal Shelter once I was able to evaluate the 

department. 

 If all of the funds are not needed, we can pull back. 

 We were able to pull some money back with the Animal Shelter budget. 

 I will need some time to look at it and make any adjustments. 

 If it has been overfunded I don’t have an issue with coming to Julia, and we can do an 

amendment to move the money back. 

 I’d rather be over budgeted and have funds to work with. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 We will have a salary study completed shortly that can help make a recommendation on 

these. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Seems like trying to micromanage how you run the department that we are asking you to 

run. 

 Would like giving you a chance to look at it before we make this decision. 

 You are the person that is going to be evaluating. 

 We will support what your decision is once you have had time to gather sufficient 

information. 

 

Assistant County Manager/Clerk to the Board Shannon Shaver commented: 

 Want to be sure everyone has a clear understanding of what is going on. 

 One thing that you talked with Julia about is that you want to leave these budgeted at a 70 

and 72. 
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 That way you have the funds you need and you can pull back the funds if they are not 

used. 

 From a budgeting standpoint we have to budget them at a grade level. 

 

County Manager Oakley commented: 

 If you leave this amount in the budget now are they going to stay at their current level or 

will they go straight to that new grade level beginning July 1? 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 I say leave them where they are until a decision is made because it is awful to give 

someone something and take it back. 

 

Sheriff Marshall responded: 

 They will stay at the current grade level until a decision can be made. 

 If you can budget at the 70 and 72 it helps me a lot. 

 

Vice Chairman Mendenhall commented: 

 The statement was made that we would make the original budget decision but as soon as 

it went into the Sheriff’s hands he will be in charge of the budget after that. 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented: 

 No one’s grade will change unless the Sheriff changes it. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 I like the sound of that. 

 I am comfortable with that. 

 I know the Sheriff will be as fair and equitable as possible. 

 Like the concept of leadership by results. 

 The approach you used with the Animal Shelter worked and I see no reason not to use the 

same in this situation. 

 

The Board concurred that they were in agreement to move forward as planned with the Sheriff 

taking over the Vehicle Maintenance Department with those positions budgeted at a grade 70 and 

72 with no changes taking place until the Sheriff makes his decision on the department. 

 

Chairman Nickelston noted that Finance Director Julia Edwards had provided information to the 

Board based on the requests and adjustments from the last meeting. 

Finance Director Julia Edwards presented the following information to the Board: 

 There are three budget scenarios 

 All three reflect the changes made at the last meeting.  

 The only difference is one has the $500,000.00 for wireless, one has $200,000.00 for 

wireless, and one does not have any funds going into the budget for wireless. 

 The budget totals and fund balance have also been provided for review. 
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Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 We don’t need to do the $500,000.00 now in my opinion because of what Eric said about 

taking a whole new look at this 

 It will be a whole new strategy if he ends up going with the second pot of money because 

it looks like the first one is not going to be available.  

 It would be at least half of that amount. 

 I think it would be good to put some token amount in to say we are serious about moving 

forward with this, and that we support matching funds grant. 

 The difference in the percentages on the fund balance is minimal. 

 You aren’t going to fix anything with one of those that you couldn’t fix with the other. 

 We could do $50,000.00 or $100,000.00 as long we do something to show we are serious 

about wireless internet. 

 The money in the Economic Development account can be used for feasibility studies and 

wireless matching grant funds. 

 Then we have designated a certain amount. 

 This doesn’t become an issue until we get a fixed proposal. 

 This is when we will have the real discussion on it. 

 Anything we do now is symbolic. 

 How much is in the Economic Development account? 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented: 

 There is $ 200,000.00 in the account now. 

 We need to pay Perry from that account for building studies that he is completing for the 

county and for the schools. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 We can leave the Economic Development budget as is and just expand the range of uses. 

 It can be used for anything that falls under Economic Development. 

 

Commissioner Morris continued: 

 One comment I would add is that it would be for internet matching funds. 

 My interest is in getting outside money. 

 We can’t fund these things without outside money. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Would prefer it to stay designated for feasibility studies and for infrastructure for internet. 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented: 

 To confirm you want to expand the use of this fund and leave the $200,000.00 that is 

currently in the fund. 

 

Commissioner Lankford commented: 

 I wouldn’t want to go with $200,000.00. 
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 I would say $100,000.00 is good. 

 

Commissioner Mendenhall commented: 

 The $200,000.00 is already in there. 

 It would not be adding to the budget. 

 

Commissioner Morris comment: 

 Not for reducing that amount. 

 

Commissioner Lankford commented: 

 This is not going to happen anytime soon anyway. 

 

Commissioner Mendenhall commented: 

 Fine with this. 

 The $200,000.00 is already in the budget. 

 We aren’t adding any money to it. 

 We can add the extension for internet matching funds. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 I don’t want our Economic Development Director to be uneasy about this. 

 

County Manager Oakley responded: 

 He will be fine with this. 

 He is all for projects that move the county forward. 

 He wants to promote economic development in the county. 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards commented: 

 A budget amendment will need to be done to move the money from capital reserve for 

anything it is used for. 

 

The Board was in agreement to expand the use of the Economic Development fund currently 

designated for feasibility studies to include matching funds for wireless internet. 

 

Approval of the Stokes County FY 20/21 Budget 

 

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the approval of the Stokes County FY 20/21 

Budget. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 Before we approve the budget I think that the school needs to be part of the budget 

review that we are going to be having. 

 They are going to have a lot of challenges trying to follow all of the guidelines when 

school goes back. 
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Vice Chairman Mendenhall moved to  approve the FY 20/21 Budget with the reflected changes 

for a total budget of $53,596,128.00 with a .62 cent tax rate reflecting the current appropriation 

of the tax rate being .31 cents for general fund and .31 cents for school current expense with no 

property tax increase and the fund balance remaining at 19.10% with the fire tax rate being .08 

cents for King, Walnut Cove, Rural Hall, and the Fire Service District, and the School/Forsyth 

Tech Fund will remain at 4 cent. 

 

Commissioner Lankford seconded 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments. 

 

Commissioner Walker commented: 

 Do we need to add that there will be budget review in the motion? 

 

The Board concurred that this did not need to be included in the motion. 

 

Commissioner Morris commented: 

 When will the Budget Ordinance be approved? 

 

Finance Director Julia Edwards responded: 

 I have the Budget Ordinance prepared already and it can be approved today. 

 

With no further discussion the motion carried and the Stokes County FY 20/21 Budget was 

approved with a 5-0 vote. 

 

 

Approval of the 20/21 Stokes County Budget Ordinance 

 

Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion on the approval of the 20/21 Stokes County Budget 

Ordinance. 

 

Commissioner Lankford moved to approve the 20/21 Stokes County Budget Ordinance. 

 

Commissioner Walker seconded. 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments. 

 

With no further discussion the motion carried and the 20/21 Stokes County Budget Ordinance 

was approved with a 5-0 vote. 

 

Adjournment 

 

With no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Nickelston entertained a motion to 

adjourn.  
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Vice Chairman Mendenhall moved to adjourn the Recessed Budget Work Session. 

 

Commissioner Walker seconded. 

 

Chairman Nickelston opened the floor for any discussion/questions/comments. 

 

With no further discussion the motion carried. 

 

The Recessed Budget Work Session was adjourned at 3:40 pm. 

 

 

_________________________                                  _____________________________  

Shannon Shaver     Andy Nickelston 

Clerk to the Board                Chairman  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: IV.b.

Budget Amendments

Contact: Julia E. Edwards, Finance Director

Summary: 
Consent for Approval of Budget Amendment Numbers 118 & 119

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Budget Amendment $118 #119 6/16/2020 Cover Memo
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Item number: IV.c.

Tax Administration Items for Approval

Contact: Richard Brim, Tax Administrator

Summary: 
Consent for Approval of items presented at the June 8, 2020 Meeting:
 
Items for Approval on June 22, 2020.
1. Real and Personal Releases more than $100.00.
2.  Real and Personal Refunds more than $100.00.
3.  Present-Use Value Late Application.
4. Tax Bill Insert
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Tax Items for Consent 6/16/2020 Cover Memo













Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: IV.d.

JCPC Certification

Contact: Shannon Shaver

Summary: 
Approval of the JCPC Certification for FY 20/21

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
JCPC Certification 6/16/2020 Cover Memo









Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: V.a.

Tax Office Agenda

Contact: Richard Brim, Tax Administrator

Summary: 
Information:
1.  Information relating to address options for Hauser Road. 
2.  Address Options for Hauser Road, SR 1183.  

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Tax Office 6/16/2020 Cover Memo







Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: V.b.

Charters of Freedom Dedication

Contact: Mark Delehant, Director of Public Works

Summary: 
Public Works Director Mark Delehant will provide information on the Dedication Ceremony for the
Charters of Freedom being held on July 1, 2020 at 1:00 pm.



Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.a.

Request to Amend Non-Conforming Use Policy Section 70 from YMCA Camp Hanes

Contact: County Manager Jake Oakley

Summary: 
Previously YMCA Camp Hanes made a request to improve their existing grandfathered in shooting
ranges. Our policy for non-conforming use will not allow this. They are requesting a text
amendment to this policy  allowing grandfathered in shootings ranges to construct newer more
modernized facilities on the existing property. The request is to move the grandfathered in range to
another area on the property. These are safer for participants and neighboring citizens. This would
not allow them to expand. It only allows them to replace the old outdated ranges to a newer, safer,
more modern range on the same property.  They would like the Board's concurrence to move
forward with requesting the Planning Director and County Attorney to draft a text amendment to the
current policy. If the Board is in agreement this will go to the Planning Board and then come back
to the Board of Commissioners for final approval. Representatives from the YMCA will be in
attendance at the meeting to answer any questions or provide information to the Board.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Non-Conforming Use Policy 6/16/2020 Cover Memo
YMCA Camp Hanes Maps 6/16/2020 Cover Memo

















Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.b.

EMS Station 1 Bid for Construction

Contact: Glenda Pruitt, Support Services Supervisor

Summary: 
Bids were received for the construction of  EMS Station 1 in Walnut Cove on June 10, 2020. The
request is for this item to be moved to the Action Agenda at tonight's meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo-EMS Station 1 Bids Walnut Cove 6/16/2020 Cover Memo
EMS Walnut Cove Station 1 Bids 6/16/2020 Cover Memo
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                              Stokes County 
                      Purchasing Department  
Memorandum 

 

To: Board of Commissioners 

 

From:  Glenda Pruitt, Support Services Supervisor  

 Brandon Gentry, EMS Director 

 

Date: June 16, 2020 

 

Re: EMS Station 1 Walnut Cove Bids 

 

Bid proposals were received, publicly opened and read aloud by Perry Peterson with Peterson 

Gordon Architects on June 10, 2020 @ 3:00 p.m. in the Stokes County Board of Commissioners 

Chambers.  Brandon Gentry, EMS Director and myself were in attendance along with 

representatives from contractors. Attached are the bids received listing each contractor and the 

base bid submitted. All bids received were over the allotted budgeted amount of $650,000.00. 

Davie Construction Co. submitted the lowest bid of $778,000.00.  In discussion with Perry there 

can be a reduction up to $77,800 without having to rebid the project.   He is in the process of 

reviewing the plan details for any options to reduce cost. Perry will be out of town for the Board 

Meeting, therefore if you have any questions please let me know or contact him at 

perry@petersongordon.com before Monday, June 22, 2020.    We would like to request the 

Board’s approval to proceed with awarding the contract to Davie Construction Co. for the 

construction of EMS Station 1 located in Walnut Cove and to proceed with financing with a 

closing date of mid-August. 

 

mailto:perry@petersongordon.com




Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.c.

Resolution Authorizing the Negotiation of an Installment Financing Contract

Contact: Finance Director Julia Edwards

Summary: 
Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes Authorizing the Negotiation of
an Installment Financing Contract. This calls for a Public Hearing which will be held at the
beginning of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners on July 13, 2020 at 6:00 pm.
 
Andrew Carter, Financial Advisor  recommends using the amount of $950,000.00 as the not to
exceed amount due to the costs associated with the project including:
 
Construction $778,000.00
Architect $54,000.00
Sewer Hookup $12,222.00
DEC $25,000.00
Parker Poe (Bond Attorney) $20,000.00
Ty Browder (County Attorney) $1,500.00
LGC Application $1,750.00
Title Insurance $4,150.00 (If needed for bank)
 
Total Estimated Costs= $896,622.00
 
Amount not to exceed is $950,000.00
 
 
The request is for this item to be moved to the Action Agenda at tonight's meeting to meet the
deadlines for publishing the notice.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution -Financing EMS Station 1 6/16/2020 Cover Memo



PARKER POE DRAFT 06/  /2020 

 

 

EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, North Carolina, was 

duly held on June 22, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers on the 2nd Floor of the Ronald 

Wilson Reagan Memorial Building (Administration Building) located at 1014 Main Street, Danbury, North 

Carolina  27016.  Chairman Andy Nickelston presiding. 

 

The following members were present: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following members were absent: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________ presented the following resolution, copies of which 

having been made available to the Board of Commissioners, for adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF STOKES, NORTH 

CAROLINA, AUTHORIZING THE NEGOTIATION OF AN INSTALLMENT FINANCING CONTRACT AND 

PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN OTHER RELATED MATTERS THERETO  

 

WHEREAS, the County of Stokes, North Carolina (the “County”) is a validly existing political 

subdivision of the State of North Carolina, existing as such under and by virtue of the Constitution, statutes 

and laws of the State of North Carolina (the “State”); 

 

WHEREAS, the County has the power, pursuant to the General Statutes of North Carolina to 

(1) purchase real and personal property, (2) enter into installment purchase contracts in order to finance the 

purchase of real and personal property used, or to be used, for public purposes, and (3) grant a security 

interest in some or all of the property purchased to secure repayment of the purchase price; 

 

WHEREAS, the Board hereby determines that it is in the best interest of the County to (a) enter into 

an installment financing contract (the “Contract”) with a financial institution to be determined 

(the “Bank”) in order to obtain sufficient funds to construct a new Emergency Medical Services Station in 

the County (the “Project”) and (b) to enter into a deed of trust, security agreement and fixture filing (the 

“Deed of Trust”) related to the County’s fee simple interest in the real property on which the Project will 

be located (the “Mortgaged Property”) that will provide security for the County’s obligations under the  

Contract; 

 

WHEREAS, the County hereby determines that the construction of the Project is essential to the 

County’s proper, efficient and economic operation and to the general health and welfare of its inhabitants; 



that the Project will provide an essential use and will permit the County to carry out public functions that it 

is authorized by law to perform; and that entering into the Contract and Deed of Trust is necessary and 

expedient for the County by virtue of the findings presented herein; 

 

WHEREAS, the County hereby determines that the Contract allows the County to purchase the 

Project and take title thereto at a favorable interest rate currently available in the financial marketplace and 

on terms advantageous to the County; 

 

WHEREAS, the County hereby determines that the estimated cost of financing the construction of 

the Project is an amount not to exceed $950,000 and that such cost of the construction of the Project exceeds 

the amount that can be prudently raised from currently available appropriations, unappropriated fund 

balances and non-voted bonds that could be issued by the County in the current fiscal year pursuant to 

Article V, Section 4 of the Constitution of the State; 

 

WHEREAS, although the cost of financing the construction of the Project pursuant to the Contract 

is expected to exceed the cost of financing the construction of the Project pursuant to a bond financing for 

the same undertaking, the County hereby determines that the cost of financing the Project pursuant to the 

Contract and the Deed of Trust and the obligations of the County thereunder are preferable to a general 

obligation bond financing or revenue bond financing for several reasons, including but not limited to the 

following: (1) the cost of a special election necessary to approve a general obligation bond financing, as 

required by the laws of the State, would result in the expenditure of significant funds; (2) the time required 

for a general obligation bond election would cause an unnecessary delay which would thereby decrease the 

financial benefits of acquiring the Project; and (3) insufficient revenues are produced by the Project so as 

to permit a revenue bond financing; 

 

WHEREAS, the County has determined and hereby determines that the estimated cost of financing 

the Project pursuant to the Contract reasonably compares with an estimate of similar costs under a bond 

financing for the same undertaking as a result of the findings delineated in the above preambles; 

 

WHEREAS, the County does not anticipate a future property tax increase to pay installment 

payments falling due under the Contract; 

 

WHEREAS, Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP, as special counsel (“Special Counsel”), will 

render an opinion to the effect that entering into the Contract and the transactions contemplated thereby are 

authorized by law; 

 

WHEREAS, no deficiency judgment may be rendered against the County in any action for its breach 

of the Contract, and the taxing power of the County is not and may not be pledged in any way directly or 

indirectly or contingently to secure any money due under the Contract; 

 

WHEREAS, the County is not in default under any of its debt service obligations; 

 

WHEREAS, the County’s budget process and Annual Budget Ordinance are in compliance with the 

Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act, and external auditors have determined that the County 

has conformed with generally accepted accounting principles as applied to governmental units in preparing 

its Annual Budget ordinance; 

 

WHEREAS, past audit reports of the County indicate that its debt management and contract 

obligation payment policies have been carried out in strict compliance with the law, and the County has not 

been censured by the North Carolina Local Government Commission (the “LGC”), external auditors or 



any other regulatory agencies in connection with such debt management and contract obligation payment 

policies; 

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the Contract after publication of a notice with respect to such public 

hearing must be held and approval of the LGC with respect to entering the Contract must be received; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County hereby determines that all findings, conclusions and determinations of the 

County in this Resolution are subject to modification or affirmation after all interested parties have been 

afforded the opportunity to present their comments at a public hearing regarding the execution and delivery 

of the Contract, the Deed of Trust and the Project to be financed thereby. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

COUNTY OF STOKES, NORTH CAROLINA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Authorization to Negotiate the Contract.  That the County Manager and the 

Finance Officer, with advice from the County Attorney and Special Counsel, are hereby authorized and 

directed to solicit proposals from financial institutions to finance the Project and proceed and negotiate on 

behalf of the County to finance the Project for a principal amount not to exceed $950,000 under the Contract 

to be entered into in accordance with the provisions of Section 160A-20 of the General Statutes of North 

Carolina and to provide in connection with the Contract, as security for the County’s obligations thereunder, 

the Deed of Trust conveying a lien and interest in the Mortgaged Property, including the improvements 

thereon, as may be required by the Bank providing the funds to the County under the Contract. 

 

Section 2. Application to LGC.  That the Finance Officer or her designee is hereby directed 

to file with the LGC an application for its approval of the Contract and all relevant transactions 

contemplated thereby on a form prescribed by the LGC and to state in such application such facts and to 

attach thereto such exhibits regarding the County and its financial condition as the LGC may be required 

by the LGC. 

 

Section 3. Direction to Retain Special Counsel and Financial Advisor.  That the County 

Manager and the Finance Officer, with advice from the County Attorney, are hereby authorized and directed 

to retain the assistance of Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP, Raleigh, North Carolina, as special counsel 

and DEC Associates Inc., Charlotte, North Carolina, as financial advisor. 

 

Section 4. Public Hearing.  That a public hearing (the “Public Hearing”) shall be conducted 

by the Board of Commissioners on July 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers on the 2nd 

Floor of the Ronald Wilson Reagan Memorial Building (Administration Building) located at 1014 Main 

Street, Danbury, North Carolina 27016, concerning the Contract, the Deed of Trust, the proposed Project 

and any other transactions contemplated therein and associated therewith.   

 

Section 5. Notice of Public Hearing.  That the Clerk to the Board is hereby directed to cause 

a notice of the Public Hearing, in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A, to be published once in a qualified 

newspaper of general circulation within the County no fewer than 10 days prior to the Public Hearing. 

 

Section 6. Repealer.  That all motions, orders, resolutions and parts thereof in conflict 

herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 7. Effective Date.  That this Resolution is effective on the date of its adoption. 

 

On motion of ___________________________, seconded by __________________________, the 

foregoing resolution entitled:  “RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF 



STOKES, NORTH CAROLINA, AUTHORIZING THE NEGOTIATION OF AN INSTALLMENT FINANCING 

CONTRACT AND PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN OTHER RELATED MATTERS THERETO” was duly adopted 

by the following vote: 

 

 AYES:   

 

 

 

 

 

 NAYS:   

 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  ) 

) SS: 

COUNTY OF STOKES   ) 

 

 

I, SHANNON SHAVER, Clerk to the Board of Commissioners of the County of Stokes, North 

Carolina, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of a resolution entitled:  

“RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF STOKES, NORTH CAROLINA, 

AUTHORIZING THE NEGOTIATION OF AN INSTALLMENT FINANCING CONTRACT AND PROVIDING FOR 

CERTAIN OTHER RELATED MATTERS THERETO” was adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the 

County of Stokes, North Carolina, at a meeting held on the 22nd day of June, 2020. 

 

WITNESS my hand and the corporate seal of the County of Stokes, North Carolina, this the 22nd 

day of June, 2020. 

 

(SEAL) 

 

  

Shannon Shaver 

Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 

County of Stokes, North Carolina 

 



 

EXHIBIT A 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

At its June 22, 2020 meeting, the Board of Commissioners (the “Board of Commissioners”) of the 

County of Stokes, North Carolina (the “County”) adopted a resolution which: 

 

1. Authorized the County to proceed to finance the construction of a new Emergency 

Medical Services Station in the County (the “Project”), pursuant to an installment 

financing contract (the “Contract”) in a principal amount not to exceed $950,000 under 

which the County will make certain installment payments, in order to make the Project 

available to the County; 

 

2. Authorized the County to proceed to provide, in connection with the Contract, as 

grantor, a deed of trust, security agreement, and fixture filing (the “Deed of Trust”) on the 

real property (the “Mortgaged Property”) on which the Project will be constructed to 

create a lien thereon for the benefit of the financial institution providing the funds to the 

County under the Contract.   

 

 The Mortgaged Property will be located at 1115 Walnut Cove School Road, Walnut Cove, North 

Carolina  27052.  The Mortgaged Property will be subject to the mortgage provided in the Deed of Trust.  

On payment by the County of all installment payments due under the Contract, the Deed of Trust and any 

lien created thereunder will terminate and the County’s title to the Mortgaged Property will be 

unencumbered. 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Sections 160A-20 of the General Statutes of North 

Carolina, that on July 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers on the 2nd Floor of the Ronald 

Wilson Reagan Memorial Building (Administration Building) located at 1014 Main Street, Danbury, North 

Carolina  27016, a public hearing will be conducted concerning the approval of the execution and delivery 

of the Contract and the County’s construction of the Project.  All interested parties are invited to present 

comments at the public hearing regarding the execution and delivery of the Contract and the Project to be 

financed thereby. 

 

 /s/  Shannon Shaver   

Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 

County of Stokes, North Carolina 

Published: [between June 23, 2020 and July 3, 2020] 

 



Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.d.

Solar Farm Moratorium

Contact: Commissioner Rick Morris

Summary: 
This was first presented after the first large scale solar farm was approved by the Board of
Commissioners and no further action was taken at that time due to due to the Board decided to
handle these on a case by case basis while a policy is created. A second solar farm has now been
approved.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Solar Farm Resolution 6/16/2020 Cover Memo



 
 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A THREE YEAR MORATORIUM ON APPROVAL OF LARGE 

SCALE SOLAR FARMS OF ______ ACRES OR LARGER 
 
 

WHEREAS, The Stokes County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) recently approved 

the county’s second large scale commercial solar farm; and 

 

WHEREAS, there were many questions and concerns expressed during the zoning process as to 

the potential negative impacts of this solar farm on the environment and other aspects of the 

community; and 

 

WHEREAS, the questions posed to the solar farm developers by the BOCC were answered but 

with general answers that were inconclusive as to the actual negative environmental impacts that 

might be caused by the large-scale solar farm; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is a major concern with tying up large areas of rural agricultural land for the 

decades to accommodate a commercial solar farm; and  

 

WHEREAS, there are concerns with ruining the natural scenic beauty of Stokes County; and   

 

WHEREAS, it’s very difficult to quantify the benefits that would be afforded a county other 

than the individual property owners by a large-scale solar farm when no such facilities have been 

located in the county; and 

 

WHEREAS, a commission has been appointed to develop a set of state standards for 

commercial solar farms in North Carolina and that report is not due for two years; 

 

  WHEREAS, a ____________year period is needed to study the positive and negative impacts 

of large scale commercial solar farms; and to develop standards for said solar farms;  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that effective upon approval of this resolution the 

Stokes County BOCC hereby imposes a ___________year moratorium on the approval of any 

new large scale commercial solar farms of ____________ acres or larger within the boundaries 

of Stokes County; but not including the areas under the jurisdiction of the City of King, and 

Towns of Walnut Cove and Danbury;    

 

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Stokes County Government will utilize all legal means 

necessary to enforce this moratorium until evidence and experience can be gained as to the actual 

impacts, positive and negative, of large-scale commercial solar farms and their impact on a 

scenic rural agricultural based county like Stokes County, N.C. 

 

Adopted the ______of ___________________by the Stokes County Board of Commissioners.  

 

 

   

____________________________                              _____________________________ 

Andy Nickelston- Chairman      Ronnie Mendenhall – Vice Chairman 

 

 

 

____________________________                              _____________________________ 

Ernest Lankford- Commissioner                                 Rick Morris – Commissioner 

  

          

        Attest: 

____________________________                              _____________________________ 

Jimmy Walker- Commissioner    Shannon Shaver – Clerk to the Board  
        
 

 



Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: VI.e.

Proposed Ordinance to protect historical monuments in Stokes County

Contact: Andy Nickelston

Summary: 
County Attorney Browder will present a draft ordinance to the Board at the meeting.



Board of County Commissioners
June 22, 2020

6:00 PM

Item number: VII.a.

Stokes County Veterinarian Contract Renewal

Contact: Shannon Shaver

Summary: 
The contract between Stokes County and Dr. Preston Roberts, who provides veterinary services
ends on June 30, 2020. Dr. Roberts is in agreement to enter into another contract with the same
terms and conditions according to Animal Control Supervisor Scottie Kiser. A copy of the existing
contract and the addendum is included.
 
This was presented at the June 8, 2020 Meeting and moved to the Action Agenda for the June 22,
2020 Meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Stokes County Vet Contract 6/4/2020 Cover Memo
Addendum 6/8/2020 Cover Memo









ADDENDUM TO AGREEEMENT DATED JULY 1, 2019 BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF 

STOKES AND DR. PRESTON ROBERTS, DVM 

 

The undersigned parties hereby renew the agreement between the County of Stokes and Dr. 

Preston Roberts, DVM with the following change to the existing agreement: 

The existing contract period is July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020 with the new contract period 

beginning July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Contract on the dates indicated. 

 

 

 

 ________________________________________________  _________________ 

JAKE OAKLEY                            Date 

STOKES COUNTY MANAGER 
 

 

 ________________________________________________  __________________ 
DR. PRESTON ROBERTS, DVM               Date 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



State of North Carolina 

Stokes County 

 

I, Shannon Shaver, a Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid certify that Jake Oakley, Stokes 

County Manager and personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the execution of the 

foregoing Addendum to Agreement.  

 

Witness my hand and official seal this ____________ day of June, 2020. 

 

       ___________________________________ 

        Notary Public 

       My Commission expires: ______________ 

 (NOTARY SEAL) 

 

 

State of North Carolina 

Stokes County 

 

I, _________________________________, a Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid certify that 

Dr. Preston Roberts, DVM personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the execution of 

the foregoing Addendum to Agreement.  

 

Witness my hand and official seal this ____________ day of June, 2020. 

 

       ___________________________________ 

        Notary Public 

       My Commission expires: ______________ 

 (NOTARY SEAL) 
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